
 

 

  

ABOUT IDO 

The International Dance Organization 

(IDO), is a World Dance- and 

Dancesport Federation consisting of 

OVER 90 member and contact 

NATIONS, representing more than 

500,000 DANCERS, from all SIX 

CONTINENTS. 

CONTACT: 

IDO AMBASSADOR “The Americas” 

Bonnie Dyer 

 

PHONE: 

001-705-689-6910 

001-7-941-808-1155 

Cell: 705-238-9886 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.ido-dance.com 

 

EMAIL: 

bonnie@cdo-online.org 

 

DANCE DEPARTMENTS 

*Performing Arts 

*Street Dance 

*Couple Dance 

 

  

 

  

 

 

NEW 

MEMBERS 

HANDBOOK 
“IDO-The Americas” 

 



 

 

 

 

   Congratulations and Welcome, you have been selected as the 

   contact member for your country with the International Dance   . 
                         Organization. (IDO) 
   
   As a new member, I am sure you will have many questions.  This  
                                   Handbook will give you a brief summary of duties and  
   responsibilities as a member of this prestigious World  
   Dance Organization known globally as IDO.   
 
   WHERE TO START; 
               The International Dance Organization is a non-for-profit 

   Organization promoting dance education, and fostering                
   good sportsmanship and friendship Worldwide.  As a member of 
   IDO this is also what we expect from all our members worldwide. 
  You must be a registered non-for-profit Organization in your own  .  
  Country. 
  If you are not already, you will have to form a non-for-profit  
  Dance Organization in your country.   
   
  FORMING YOUR ORGANIZATION: 
  It is suggested that you have at least 
  5 people including yourself on your Presidium.  Such as  
  IDO Contact – which is you, Chairperson, Vice-Chair, Secretary  

And Treasurer. (these are just suggestions and you can set up as 
you see fit for your Organization)  If you already have a non-for 
profit Dance Organization in place, that is great!  You can 
become a member under your existing Organization.   
 
Once you have your status of non-for-profit 
please email a copy to bonnie@cdo-online.org and I will go over 
them before presenting them to the President of IDO. 
 
A vote will be held by the IDO Presidium and you will be sent a 
letter by the IDO President with more details on how to enter 
dancers into World Dance Events. 
 
As a contact; The “Contact Status” stays for the next two years.     
afterwards you and IDO will see when the status shall be changed to  
Probationary Member. Then eventually a full member or department 
member.   
 
In 2020 the AGM will be held for the first time in the Americas, and we 
strongly suggest that you or a member of your Organization attend to 
represent your Country and meet other dance professionals from 
around the World.  As a “contact” you will not have voting rights, but it 
will certainly give your Organization information regarding IDO.  There is 
also a special meeting being held at this event for all new members that 
would be very informative for you as a new contact member. 
More information on this is available on www.worlddance.online 
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If you do not have an existing non-for -profit Organization and will be 
setting this up for the first time, you should check to see if your 
Government gives Charity status also.  In some countries if you also 
have a Charity or Education status – sponsors for your dancers will  
In many cases be able to receive a tax write-off when sponsoring your 
dancers to attend IDO World Dance Events. 
 
There is only one Official Organization in each country. Once you have 
the status as contact member no one else can form an IDO 
Organization in your country and send dancers to the World 
Championships. 

 
However, if there is a three-year void and no dancers have attended any 
IDO event from your country, you could in some cases lose your status, 
and it be given to someone else from your country that will promote IDO 
Dance Worldwide.  This is very rare, but we must have members that 
are active and not just holding this position to keep it from others in your 
own country.  Please click on this link to see your Organizations 
Responsibilities – page 7 
https://www.ido-
dance.com/ceis/ido/rules/competitionRules/danceSportRules.pdf 
 
 

As an Organization you will be entitled to qualify dancers to attend the 
World Dance Championships.  There are several ways you can do this 
by hosting qualifying events such as; 
- Competition to select the best from your country 
- Auditions 
- Workshop Classes/Convention 
- Membership fees for your Organization 
 

These are just some events and suggestions that will also help you 
bring financial income into your Organization.  Whether your 
Organization has a paid presidium or not, you will need funds for 
webpage, printed material, phone expenses to name just a few. 
 
Hint for Selecting Choreographers:   
In the Americas it is difficult to find one Studio/Club that has the  
financial capabilities to bring a full team to represent your country,  
since most World Championships are held in Europe.   
 
Since 1997 Canada has been auditioning dancers and hiring 
choreographers that do not conflict with other Studios or Clubs.  Canada 
has always had  large formation(s) attend the World Championships for 
over 20 years.   
The success of this has been that they hire choreographers that have a 
following. For example:  If you were putting together a contemporary 
team, you would hire a choreographer well known to the dancers and 
one that the dancers would feel privileged to be able to learn from. In 
many cases these choreographers are too busy to travel so a rehearsal 
coach is sometimes needed.  You would do the same for Hip Hop or 
Couple Dance or any of the genres that you will be sending dancers to 
represent your country.   
 
Since our groups are travelling from the “Americas” we do have some 
extra financial expenses for travel and currency exchange to Euros. 

https://www.ido-dance.com/ceis/ido/rules/competitionRules/danceSportRules.pdf
https://www.ido-dance.com/ceis/ido/rules/competitionRules/danceSportRules.pdf


 

 
These are only suggestions as you would know best how to                 
set-up for success in your own country.  If you are interested, I would  
happy to share the format that we use in Canada including audition 
forms, liability forms, Choreographers Contract, Sponsor letters travel 
forms etc. – Once again, you do not have to use this format, but if you 
choose this, I will be happy to send you all that we use in our country. 
TOTALLY YOUR CHOICE! 

    ***************************************** 
                
   IDO DANCE-SPORT RULES: 

 
IDO Dancesport Rules contain 119 pages of information. 
https://www.idodance.com/ceis/ido/rules/competitionRules/danceSportRules.pdf 
 

However, listed below you will find some  information that will help 
you get familiar with some of the IDO Member Fees, Format and 
some Rules. 
 
 
There are Three Departments to IDO                                      
Performing Arts, Street Dance and Couple Dance.   
 
Membership fees will be charged as following: 

 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP   per year (EUR) 

 

Full Members administrating three departments  1.200.   

 

Department Members administrating two departments 900. 

 

Department Members administrating one department  600. 

 

The Membership fee for a Contact Person for a country  150.  

 

A contact person must pay the annual fee, when bringing dancers to IDO 

Competitions or Championships in a particular calendar year. In this case, 

the membership fee is payable latest at the beginning of the respective 

Competition or Championship.  

 
As a contact member you will receive your USERNAME and 
PASSWORD for the internal IDO-website from the IDO 
President.   You will use this to enter any IDO World Cup or IDO 
World Championships. 
 
For Licensed IDO events – many times the Organizers will have 
their own entry system. 
 
ENTRY FEE’S  -(per dancer) IDO WORLD EVENTS                                            
WORLD CUP & WORLDS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

20 Euros to IDO,  20 Euros to Organizer 
 

For “Licensed Events” – Organizer will set the fee’s and entry fees 
will be payable to that Organizer. 
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VERY IMPORTANT 

Please refer to the IDO WEBSITE www.ido-dance.com                                                                  
for complete information regarding all Rules and 

Regulations. 

  IDO DANCE DISCIPLINES                            
                   PERFORMING ARTS                                                                
       Show Dance    

 Jazz Dance/Lyrical  

Tap Dance 

Acrobatic Dance 

Ballet Dance 

Modern/Contemporary 

Character 

Ethnic 

Folk 

Belly Dance/Oriental 

Show Belly Dance/Oriental Show 

Folk Belly Dance/Oriental Folk 

Flamenco 

 

STREET DANCE                                                                

Electric Boogie/Popping 

Hip Hop  

Hip Hop Solo and Crew Battle 

Break Dance  

Disco Dance 

Disco Dance Free Style 

Street Dance Show 

Disco Show 

 

COUPLE DANCE  

Argentine Tango 

 Salsa  

Merengue  

Bachata  

Caribbean Dances 

Salsa Rueda de Casino 

Caribbean Show 

Latin Show 

Jitterbug 

 Disco - Hustle / Disco - Fox / Disco -Swing 

West Coast Swing  

Couple Dance Formations  

Synchro Dancing 

Jack & Jill 
 

 

 

http://www.ido-dance.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hopefully, this overview will give you a little insight of the format of 
the International Dance Organization.  We also have an IDO-
Americas webpage to post all upcoming National events you may 
be hosting to qualify dancers for the IDO WORLD DANCE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS   www.ido-theamericas.com 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for giving dancers from your Country a 

wonderful and exciting opportunity to meet, compete and 
make lasting friendships with dancers worldwide. 
 
The pride that they will experience as they proudly 
represent their country on the World Stage will be a 
cherished moment in their dance career.  
 
Nothing is more thrilling for any dancer, than to stand on 
the Podium, as your National Anthem is played, and your 
Countries Flag displayed.   
These are memories that will last a lifetime!  
 
Thank you for your interest in IDO, and we look forward to 
a long and successful affiliation. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   
 
I am here to help! 
 
Bonnie Dyer 
IDO Ambassador     “The Americas” 
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